Press Release

Guyana’s First National Home Care Conference begins on Thursday, February 15th, 2007.  This is a significant event in the establishment of a National Home-based Care Program in Guyana under the direction of the Ministry of Health.   Over the last year, under the leadership of Dr. Shanti Singh, with the National AIDS Program Secretariat, the basis of the pilot program has been developed assisted by funding from the GFATM.   Within the framework of the bilateral Public Health Strengthening in Guyana Project(PHSGP) , funded by CIDA and implemented in partnership with Ministry of health by the   the Canadian Society of International Health, including  consultants from the Victorian Order of Nurses in Canada, the fundamental elements of the program have been developed and will be presented at the conference.  A keynote speaker will be Joan Lesmond, from Casey House in Toronto, Canada and the Past President of the Ontario Nurses Association.  

The defining philosophy of the program is that individuals and families are responsible for their own health.  The value and dignity of human life is respected and that an individual’s progress toward and remaining in an optimum state of wellness  is best in the  familiar environment of their home. To have a strong home based care program, access to comprehensive, compassionate, family and community centred health care is the right of all individuals.

Home-based care is an integral partner in regional community development.  In Guyana, with the implementation of regionalization, the home-based care initiative is essential to the outreach through the public health system to support integration of services.

Home-based care assures quality in program delivery and is embedded in the development of the program.   Volunteers are an essential part of the program and will make a valuable contribution by extending and complementing the services provided by health professionals.

At  the First National Home Home-based Care Conference local and international speakers will address the crucial components on the program and will be sharing their experiences of the valuable contribution that a home-based care program makes to the health and well-being of individuals and families.   

For more information, please contact:

Guyana Home Based Care Program
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 Email: aidsprogramme@yahoo.com
