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Gender and HIV/AIDS Workshop

The government of Canada through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) has provided funding, for the bilateral Canada-Guyana Public Health Strengthening in Guyana project, managed by the Canadian Society for International Health and implemented collaboratively with the Ministry of Health.

The goal of the Public Health Strengthening in Guyana (PHSG) project is to improve and maintain the health of Guyana’s population, by supporting an integrated approach to disease, prevention, diagnosis, management and care at the national and regional levels. 
The Project's purpose is to strengthen the public health system by enhancing the capacity of the Government of Guyana to better manage, deliver and monitor disease prevention and control programs in the areas of STIs/HIV/AIDS/TB; and effectively plan, manage and evaluate health care services. 

Currently in its forth year, the CAN $ 5.6 M Project, has four principal expected outcomes:

I) A national program for the diagnosis, prevention and control of STIs and HIV/AIDS in selected centers in regions 3, 4, 6 and 10 according to national and international standards

II) A National Program for the prevention and control of Tuberculosis using the WHO DOTS strategy in regions 3, 4, 6, 10

III) Demonstration and establishment of an adaptable and expandable module of an electronic health information system to collect process and communicate disaggregated health data on STIs, HIV/AIDS and TB contributing to national health policy and planning in agreed-upon sites

IV) Establishment of a home and community-based training program for the care and support of HIV/AIDS and TB clients in Linden, Georgetown and New Amsterdam

Powerful barriers including poverty, unequal power relationships, and lack of education prevent millions of women around the world from having access to health care and from attaining and maintaining optimal health.  Although important progress has been made in recent years toward achieving gender equality, much remains to be done. A focus of the PHSG is strengthening the capacity of partner institutions to promote, design, and implement policies, programs and projects that reflect the needs, priorities and interests of both women and men, and that support gender equality.  
In this respect over the last few years, the PHSG has worked in collaboration with MOH to implement through specific activities, trainings and guidelines within each of the project’s key components. A few examples include the development of a Gender Module for Home Based Care Trainers, gender and sexuality workshops and mentoring in clinics, and the inclusion of a gender specific lecture as part STI/HIV/AIDS course at the University of Guyana.
The project is pleased to collaborate with the University of Guyana and the Ministry of Health, to deliver this 2-day Gender workshop to improve awareness of gender specific health issues and increased capacity of health workers and professors to integrate gender into their work.
